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In addition to work on the Demotic Dic-
tionary Project and some teaching responsi-
bilities, most of JOE MANNING’s time this past
year has been devoted to the research and

writing of his dissertation, the subject of which
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is the transfer of landed property in Ptolemaic
Egypt. The thesis concentrates in particular on
Upper Egypt where landed property was tradi-
tionally in control of temples such as at Thebes
and Edfu, and the ways in which the Ptolemies,
temples, and individual property holders inter-
acted. The picture being drawn is different
from the traditional view of Ptolemaic Egypt,
which has been based to a large extent on
Greek texts from the Fayum and “official”
documents. Manning hopes that by focussing
on private “contracts” he can not only better
understand the structure and function of Ptole-
maic rule, but also better understand Prole-
maic social history.

Manning has received a fellowship from
the American Research Center in Egypt for
the 1989-90 academic year to study Demotic
texts in the Egyptian Museum in Cairo.
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